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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

INCREASE IN PAY FOR ARMY NURSES 

We shall all rejoice with the Army nurses in the passage of the 
bill printed in the Army Nurse Corps pages this month, giving an in- 
crease of pay of $10 a month. While at first the out-door uniforms 
now required will consume part of this increase, the benefit will out- 
last that period and will be more nearly in keeping with the amount 
the average nurse may earn in her ordinary duties at home. It is to 
be regretted that there was an oversight regarding head nurses and 
that no provision has been made for their maintenance should they 
be captured by an enemy, but we may trust the American people to 
take care of the nurses who are helping in this war and undoubtedly 
these mistakes will be remedied. 

NURSES STILL NEEDED BY THE RED CROSS 

We must not forget that, in spite of the encouraging returns 
from the campaign for enrolling graduate nurses for the Red Cross 
and, through that, for the Army and Navy, we are not in advance of 
the demand and must still use every effort to meet the requirements 
of the war. We are not discouraged, but we must also not relax our 
efforts in the slightest. 

The Army School of Nursing has had 17,000 responses to its ap- 
peal and of these 4000 have applied and 1000 have been enrolled. We 
are sometimes asked by lay people whether nurses are slackers. Cer- 
tainly the figures quoted above promise a supply of good material for 
the future, and the number of graduate nurses actually enrolled and 
sent into service at home or abroad answers the question in the nega- 
tive. At the Red Cross Nursing Service headquarters in Washington 
where, if anywhere, discouragement might sometimes creep in, the 
answer is equally emphatic. In reply to a query on this subject, Miss 
Noyes says: 

So many factors enter into the case, that we must be exceedingly cautions 
in using the word. More pressure has been brought upon nurses than, in many 
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instances, is warranted. The pressure should be brought upon the patient and the 
physician who are holding the nurse back. 

She then goes on to say that it is deplorable that there is such a 
demand from physicians for nurses as anaesthetists, when they are 
needed for their own share of war work in such great numbers, and 
when there are plenty of women physicians eager to give this other 
service. 

THE COMMITTEE ON NURSING HARD AT WORK 

Some idea of the magnitude of the task undertaken by the Com- 
mittee on Nursing in its campaign for securing applicants for the 
student nurse reserve may be obtained from the following statement. 
Two offices were opened in Washington. In one of these six persons 
are employed in the coding of applications ; in the other, seven persons 
deal with the work of assignment. 2179 letters of inquiry were re- 
ceived in one month. Four of the state inspectors of training schools 
have helped in this work: Sara M. Murray of Pennsylvania, R. Inde 
Albaugh of Connecticut, Anna L. Tittman of Illinois and Annie M. 
Coleman of Michigan. 

UNANSWERED LETTERS 

Letters addressed to the Journal are often unanswered because 
the writers fail to give their addresses. One such, received recently, 
asked for an immediate reply, yet no address, of any sort was added. 
Communications intended for publication must always be accom- 
panied by the name and address of the writer, even though these are 
not to be published. No anonymous material is used in the JOURNAL. 

JOURNAL FILES IN DEMAND 

We have a request for a set of bound volumes of the Journal for 
the use of students at Camp Sherman, Ohio. Is there anyone who 
would sell such a set, or who is willing to donate it to the Army School? 
If so, she should communicate with the Social Director at the Base 
Hospital, Abby G. Parkhurst. 

TAKING OUR OWN MEDICINE 

We are following our own advice in regard to cutting down 
Journal material and have reduced our editorial comment to the 
lowest terms. We shall be glad, as always, to have the best paper or 
papers from each state meeting submitted to us for possible publica- 
tion and shall hope to give space to the most desirable ones. 



